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U.S. Supreme Court Decision 
[Proprietors of Charles River Bridge verses Proprietors of Warren Bridge, 
36 U.S. 420 (1837)]. 
"Corporations are also of all grades, and made for varied objects; all governments 
are corporations, created by usage and common consent, or grants and charters 
which create a body politic for prescribed purposes; but whether they are private, 
local or general, in their objects, for the enjoyment of property, or the exercise of 
power, they are all governed by the same rules of law, as to THE 
CONSTRUCTION AND THE OBLIGATION OF THE INSTRUMENT BY 
WHICH THE INCORPORATION IS MADE. One universal rule of law protects 
persons and property. It is a fundamental principle of the common law of England, 
that the term freemen of the kingdom, includes ‘all persons,' ecclesiastical and 
temporal, incorporate, politique or natural; it is a part of their magna charta (2 
Inst. 4), and is incorporated into our institutions. The persons of the members of 
corporations are on the same footing of protection as other persons, and their 
corporate property secured by the same laws, which protect that of individuals. 2 
Inst. 46-7. 'No man shall be taken,' ‘no man shall be disseised,' without due process 
of law, is a principle taken from magna charta, infused into all our state 
constitutions, and is made inviolable by the federal government, by the 
amendments to the constitution." [Proprietors of Charles River Bridge verses 


Proprietors of Warren Bridge, 36 U.S. 420 (1837)]. 
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